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In the Claims 



L ^Currently Amended) In a distributed system having a publishing master and a client system, a 
metftpd comprising: 

^providing at the publishing master an index of available packages for loading; 
toring at the client system data that identifies packages to which the client system 
subscribed; 

proVrammaticallv accessing the index on behalf of the client system to identify at least 
one selectedpackage for loading at the client system , said selecting using the information 
identifying packages that may be loaded at the client system, and the data that identifies 
packages to whioh the client system subscribes ; and 

loading the>selected package at the client system. 



2. (Original) The methoii of claim 1 wherein the selected package is loaded without registration 
of the client system with the publishing master. 

3. (Original) The method of clami 1 wherein the publishing master is unaware of the loading of 
the selected package at the clientWstem. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method Yf claim 1 wherein the selected package includes at least 
one of a patch for a computer progra m, ^document and a hypertext markup language (HTML) 
file. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l Xcomprising the further comprising tho step of 

storing the selected package at a repositoA that is separate from the publishing master^ 
said package being retrieved from said repository prflqr to loading. 

6-7. (Cancelled) 



8. (Original) The method claim 1 wherein the publishing masW is a web server. 
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9. (Currently amended) In a distributed system having a server and a client, a method 
comprising: 

\toring at the server information identifying packages that may be installed at the client; 
storing at the client data that identifies packages to which the client subscribes; and 
usingsthe information identifying packages that may be installed at the client and the data 
that identifies packages to which the client subscribes to determine which of the packages are to 
be installed at thXclient , said determining comprising generating a list of pack ages that may be 
installed at the client to which the client wants to describe and which have not already been 
installed at the client X 

10. (Original) The methodSpf claim 9 further comprising installing the determined packages at 
the client. \ 

11. (Original) The method of chrim 9 further comprising providing data regarding what packages 
have already been installed at the^client and using the data regarding what packages have already 
been installed in determining whicttypf the packages are to be installed at the client. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9 Atfherein the information identifying packages that may be 
installed at the client includes informatioV identifying names and version of the packages. 

13. (Cancelled). \ 

14. (Currently Amended) In a computer network Waving a server and a client, a method 
comprising the computer-implemented steps of: \ 

(a) providing at the server data regarding what packages are available for 
installation; \ 

(b) providing at the client an itemization of packages to which the client 
subscribes; and \ 

(c) with the client, repeating multiple timesythe following steps: 

(i) programmaticallv accessing the dVa regarding what packages are 
available and accessing the itemization of packaged to which the client subscribes 
to determine what selected packages to install; and \ 

(ii) installing selected packages at the clien\ 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein steps (c)(i) and (c)(ii) are repeated at periodic 
intervals. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein steps (c)(i) and (c)(ii) are repeated upon demand 
by a user. \ 

17. (Currently Wnended) In a distributed system having a publishing master, at least one 
repository for holding packages and multiple client computer systems, a method comprising: 

providing a package index at the publishing master, wherein the package index 
identifies names and versions of packages stored on the repository; 

providing a subscription list at each client system, wherein each subscription list 
identifies the packages to which the client system subscribes; and 

for each client system, at periodic intervals: 

(i) \ pro grammatically identifying selected packages to be loaded by 
referencing the package index and the subscription list; and 

(ii) \oading the selected packages at the client system 

18. (Original) The method of clartn 17 wherein at least one of the packages that is loaded 
includes at least one patch. \ 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein at least one of the packages that is loaded 
includes multiple patches. \ 

20. (Currently Amended) A distributed system, comprising: 

a publishing master holding an index orpackages that are available for installation; 
a repository for storing the packages that are available for installation; and 
a client computer system for identifying selfected packages among the packages indexed 
by the index of packages, obtaining the selected packages from the repository and installing the 
selected packages at the client computer system said identifying using information from a client- 
maintained subscription list of packages to which the clieht computer system subscribes . 

21. (Cancelled). \ 

22. (Original) The distributed computer system of claim 20 furthet comprising an additional 
repository for storing at least a portion of the packages that are available for installation. 
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23. (Oi^ginal) The distributed computer system of claim 20 further comprising an additional 
client computer system for identifying a subset of the packages indexed by the index of 
packages, obtaining the subset of packages from repository and installing the subset of packages 
at the additional client computer system. 

24-29 (Cancelled 

30. (Original) In a di^pbuted system having repositories for storing packages, a method 
comprising: 

providing ^selected package or multiple repositories; 

determining respective response times for the repositories on which the selected 
package is provided; 

retrieving the sele\£ed package from the repository that has the shortest response 

time. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 30 ^herein the determining of respective response times 
comprises sending a test communication tt) the repositories on which the selected package is 
provided and measuring response times to tne test communication. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 30 wherein a^client system that wishes to retrieve the 
selected package performs the determining and the\etrieving. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 30 wherein the selected package contains computer 
instructions. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 30 wherein the determiningspf response times is done when 
the selected package is to be retrieved. 

35-37 (Cancelled) 
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38. (foirrently Amended) In a distributed system having a publishing master with an index of 
packages available for installation and a client system, a method performed by the client system 
comprisir 

requesting at least a portion of the index from the publishing master; 
receiving at least a portion of the index from the publishing master in response to 
the request; 

identifying packages that are already installed at the client: 

processing the received portion of the index to identify a selected package to 

install; said processing using information about the identified packages already installed 

on the client system: and 

obtaining a ccroy of the selected package. 

39. (Original) The method of clan^i 38 further comprising the step of installing the package at the 
client system. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package is obtained without 
registration of the client system with the publishing master. 

41. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein thk selected package contains a patch. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package contains a document. 



43. (Currently Amended) In a distributed system having a publishing master having an index of 
packages available for installation and a client system, a compmer-readable medium holding 
computer-executable instructions for performing a method performed by the client system 
comprising: 

requesting at least a portion of the index from the publishing master; 
receiving at least a portion of the index from the publishing master in response to 
the request; 

identifying packages that are already installed at the client; 
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■ocessing the received portion of the index to identify a selected package to 

install; sam processing using information about the identified packages already installed 

on the clien ts and 

and 

obtainirig a copy of the selected package. 



44. (Original) The storage Viedium of claim 43 wherein the selected package is obtained without 
registration of the client systW with the publishing master. 

45. (Original) The storage medium of claim 43 wherein the selected package contains a patch. 

46. (Original) The storage medium o^ claim 41 wherein the selected package contains a 
document. 

47. (Original) In a distributed system havirig storage holding packages that are available for 
downloading and a client, a method performed by the client, comprising: 

obtaining data that identifies packages that are available for downloading; 

identifying packages to which theVlient subscribes; 

identifying packages that are alreadwlownloaded to the client; 

downloading from the storage selectecrpackages at the client, wherein the selected 
packages are those which are identified for installation, identified as packages to which 
the client subscribes and identified as not yet beingvdownloaded to the client. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 47 wherein at least one of tft£ packages that is downloaded 
contains a patch. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 47 wherein at least one of the packages that is downloaded 
contains a hypertext document. 
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SO^Qriginal) In a distributed system having storage holding packages that are available for 
downlo^dmg and a client, a computer-readable medium containing computer-executable 
instructions roN^rforming a method performed by the client, comprising: 

obtaihijig data that identifies packages that are available for downloading; 
identifying'packages to which the client subscribes; 
identifying packages that are already downloaded to the client; 
downloading from the&tqrage selected packages at the client, wherein the selected 
packages are those which are identified for installation, identified as packages to which 
the client subscribes and identified as noryqt being downloaded to the client. 



51 . (Original) The storage medium of claim 50 wherein at le&^one of the packages that is 
downloaded contains a patch. 



52. (Original) The storage medium of claim 50 wherein at least one of the pabl^ages that is 
downloaded contains a hypertext document. 
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